

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING in Council Chambers

FOR

June 6, 2019
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth





Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown, Jay Miller, Michael Parks, Iris Akridge, Bel Outwater, Michelle Walker, Sgt. Pharr, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Alex Mitchem gave the invocation.




Alex Mitchem led the pledge to the flag.

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to amend the agenda to include the Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant.

Attorney Jack Wilson explained.  Mr. Wilson stated that Bel Outwater had secured a grant from a private foundation (Watson-Brown Grant) to use in her oral history project to purchase some equipment.  This information just came up earlier this week.  Mr. Wilson apologized for the short notice.  Mr. Wilson stated that this grant requires the approval of the Mayor and Council in order to accept this grant and authorize the City Administrator to sign the agreement.  Mr. Wilson requested that this item be added to the agenda as Bel is eager to move forward and collect the funds for the purchase of equipment.  Bel Outwater was planning this as a surprise, not realizing that it needed to be put on the agenda for approval.  
Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to amend the agenda to include the Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant.

Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider. 

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:  Public Hearing on the 2019 Zoning Map Update 

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for the 2019 Zoning Map Update.

Motion:  Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to open the Public Hearing for the 2019 Zoning Map Update.

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened

Jay Miller presented.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of approving the 2019 Zoning Map Update.  

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing the 2019 Zoning Map Update.  

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to close the Public Hearing.

Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Council Reports and Announcements

Council Member Riemenschneider announced that he went to the Auburn Elementary School on May 23, 2019 to present certificates and gift cards to the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade winners for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place for the essay contest “If I Were Mayor”.  
Mayor Blechinger announced that Council Member Riemenschneider was elected Third Vice President in the GMA Election of District 5 Officers for 2019-2020.

Mayor Blechinger announced that yesterday she attended the Gwinnett Municipal Association Meeting at the Gwinnett Police Training Facility in Lawrenceville.  The Mayor stated that they presented a great demonstration of the items, materials, and equipment that they use.  Said they even demonstrated a flash bomb which was very impressive.  Chief Hodge attended however; he left the meeting before a presentation was made, Gwinnett Municipal Association recognized and presented Chief Christopher Hodge with  an award of appreciation for his service which the Mayor accepted on his behalf.  Mayor Blechinger presented Chief Hodge with this award from Gwinnett Municipal Association.
Staff Reports

Copies of staff reports are located at the end of this document.  Chief Hodge presented a power point on the Safe City Initiative.  This four-phase program is designed to reduce crime, improve community presentation and foster positive citizen relationships.  Chief reported that Auburn has seen an overall drop in criminal reporting and calls for service.  Sgt. Pharr reported that he is working with the Winder Rotary to instruct a Women’s Self Defense Class.  Sgt. Pharr also announced that the next CPA class will start on August 13, 2019 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Bel Outwater reported that Auburn Library will receive $1900.00 from Watson-Brown Foundation Junior Board of Trustees for a Historic Preservation Grant.  Iris Akridge reported that Joe Moravec and Public Works installed sod at the Perry Rainey Center.  Iris also reported that Joe Moravec attended the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commission (GSWCC) Erosion Day at UGA where he networked with engineers, other inspectors, EPD employees, and received valuable information.  Iris reported that Prestige Tree Service removed several dead trees at the entrance of Indian Meadows subdivision and Pool Circle.  These trees were in the City’s right-of-way.  Michael Parks reported that the caboose is in the process of being sand blasted and painted.  Michael also reported that the museum bathrooms are being renovated.  Jay Miller reported that he continues to work with Chitra on applying for the Rural Zone program through the Department of Community Affairs.  Jay also reported that he has been coordinating with developers, builders, and building inspectors on various building projects in the City.  Alex Mitchem reported on the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Planning Calendar and the changes to the dates and times of the Retreat, Council Pre-Budget Workshop Meetings, Council Public Hearing, and date scheduled for FY 2020 Budget to get approved.
The following staff reports were given: Police Department - Chief Hodge, Library - Bel Outwater, Public Works & Stormwater - Iris Akridge, Parks and Leisure - Michael Parks, Community Development Director - Jay Miller, City Clerk - Joyce Brown, Administration - Alex Mitchem 
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion

Council Member Vogel said he did not know that he needed to remove any items, but that there did need to be a discussion.  Council Member Vogel asked why three items were added to the Council Business Meeting Consent Agenda (Title Ad Valorem Tax IGA with Gwinnett County, Phillips State Prison Contract, and Zoning Map Update Public Hearing) for approval when they were not on the last Council Workshop Agenda for discussion.    
Alex Mitchem explained that one of the items was the Title Ad Valorem Tax IGA with Gwinnett County.  Alex stated that he and Jack Wilson had talked about this item.  Alex said that the legislation changed after the session and the information was not received until after the May Council Workshop Meeting.  Alex stated that Gwinnett County needs the Title Ad Valorem Tax IGA signed and back to them by July 1st.    
Council Member Vogel said he did not have a problem with adding the Title Ad Valorem Tax IGA with Gwinnett County to the agenda.  

Council Member Vogel said that he was under the impression that research needed to be done and further discussion would happen before the Phillips State Prison Contract would be back on the agenda to be voted on.  

Mayor Blechinger said that information on the Phillips State Prison research was included in the agenda packet. 

Council Member Vogel said that he had been busy and had not had time between last Council Workshop Meeting and this Council Business Meeting to review the material.  Council Member Vogel stated that is why he does not like for items to be added to the Council Business Meeting to be voted on without being discussed at the Council Workshop Meeting.

Alex Mitchem explained that the researched information for the Phillips State Prison Contract found it to be beneficial to the City to proceed with the Phillips State Prison Contract.
Jack Wilson asked the Mayor and Council for policy direction on handling the Zoning Map Update going forward.  Mr. Wilson explained that by having the Public Hearing for the Zoning Map Update that it is in line with the advertising and the way the City has been handling Public Hearings.  Mr. Wilson said that at the direction of the Mayor and Council, the procedure could be changed.
Council Member Vogel stated that going forward if there is going to be a Public Hearing and items to be voted on that they need to be discussed or at least mentioned at the Council Workshop.   
Mayor Blechinger said we also have the Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant that has been added to the agenda.
Council Member Vogel said he did not have a problem with adding the Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant to the agenda.
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:  
       a.  May 2, 2019 – Council Business Meeting Minutes 
       b.  May 16, 2019 – Council Workshop Meeting Minutes
       c.  Budget Calendar 
       d.  Carter Road Ditch Repair        
       e.  Fuel Services with Ingles Market     

       f.   Policy for the Auburn Police Explorer Program   
       g.  Zoning Map Update

       h.  Phillips State Prison Contract

Motion:
Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Seconded:
By Council Member Langley.         
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.   

Item:  Title Ad Valorem Tax Intergovernmental Agreement with Gwinnett County 

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Title Ad Valorem Tax Distribution of Funds Intergovernmental Agreement with Gwinnett County.            

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to approve the Title Ad Valorem Tax Distribution of Funds Intergovernmental Agreement with Gwinnett County.            

Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:  July Business Meeting  

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve setting a Special Called Meeting on July 2, 2019 and cancelling the July 4, 2019 Council Business Meeting.            

Motion:  Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to approve setting a Special Called Meeting on July 2, 2019 and cancelling the July 4, 2019 Council Business Meeting.            

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:  Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant   

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant and to authorize the Mayor & City Administrator to sign all documents necessary to complete the grant.             

Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to approve the Auburn Library Watson-Brown Grant and to authorize the Mayor & City Administrator to sign all documents necessary to complete the grant.    

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.

None were given

Item:
Executive Session – Personnel  and Potential Litigation     

Motion:

Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to go into Executive Session for Personnel and Potential Litigation.       

Seconded:
By Council Member Vogel.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Jack Wilson:  “During Executive Session the Council met to discuss personnel and potential litigation.  There were no votes taken and no evidence received in the Executive Session.  The original affidavit and resolution have been signed and I will give them to the clerk to be included in the minutes.”
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Langley to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Riemenschneider. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of July 2019 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Bill Ackworth


Jay L. Riemenschneider
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